SALONIKA                             287
possible doubt. Yet now he suddenly changed
and threatened to resign unless the Salonika
project was supported by the British Cabinet
Perhaps the political undercurrents were deeper
and stronger than they appeared on the sur-
face. Henry Wilson was constantly in touch
with Joffre, Foch, and some of the French
statesmen. As early as August he was very
anxious about some alarming rumours which
he records.
"August 16. I had a long talk with Kit-
chener about the French political situation.
He listened to all I had to say of the dangers
ahead ... of these Valois and Caillaux groups
wanfing in reality to make peace, of the Abso-
lute necessity of our doing nothing to upset the
French soldiers ... he told me he quite
agreed."
Though Kitchener made use of Wilson to
keep touch with the opinion of Paris I do not
think he would have based any important
decision on the reports of that officer unless
they were confirmed from other sources. We
cannot tell what other private information was
in his possession; what the Caillaux grroup
intended and what power they had. But the
important point is that if Kitchener believed in
the dangers suggested by Wilson he could not
have acted otherwise than he did. He had to
make up his mind not on the facts as disclosed
by history but on the information he possessed
at the moment If the Germans were seelcing
to sow the seeds of dissension between the Allies
they had a fertile field in Salonika. Kitchener